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pellucidae had been obtained from properly washed embryos/eggs
and that they were not derived from a donor infected (seropositive)
with any pathogen that is known to adhere to the zona pellucida.

CRYOPRESERVATION AND THAWING OF EMBRYOS

All solutions, cryoprotectants, and containers must be sterile, and
a sterile technique must be used throughout these procedures.

Embryo Identification

Proper identification is essential if embryos are to be related to
their health certificates. Thus, containers (straws or ampoules) of
frozen embryos must be labeled with an initial code that identifies
the embryo transfer company code, the breed code, and the donor
cow and sire registration numbers. In addition, the straw or am-
poule must also be marked with the freezing date (year/month/day),
a straw or ampoule number (for a given collection), and the number
of embryos it contains.

Goblets and canes holding straws or ampoules of frozen embryos
must be labeled with the cane number, the embryo transfer company
code, the date of freezing, the breed code, and the registered name
and number of the donor female and male.

EMBRYO TRANSFER

The transfer of embryos is carried out using strict aseptic proce-
dures.

CONCLUSION

In terms of disease control, the safest form of genetic material is
embryos. If embryos are properly processed, the evidence indicates
that disease transmission will rarely, if ever, occur.

What may turn out to be more important to the health of the
embryo (fetus) than the disease status of the genetic dam and sire is
the health of the recipient. It is essential that embryos be transferred
to recipients that are free from infectious diseases that can be trans-
mitted "in utero." Otherwise, the enormous benefits of embryo transfer
in terms of disease control will be lost.